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Homasexuals:

Milhary's Last
Social Taboo
Pentagon Defends Guy Ban
13,307 Dismissed Since '82

By Lynne Duke
Wanhinctoa Pom StiH Wnur

A 30-year military career—including a
Bronze Star from Vietnam, a doctoral degree
in nursing, a Meritorious Service Medal and
an entry in Who's Who of American Women—
began unraveling two years ago when a De
fense Department investigator asked Army
National Guard Col. Margarethe Cammer-
meyer if she was homosexual. Cammermeyer
answered: "I am a lesbian."

Thoiie words, spoken in an interview re*
quired of officers seeking top-level security
clearance, closed off Cammermeyer's cliance
of becoming the National Guard's chief nurse.
Last month, she stood before a panel of four
Army colonels assembled to determine her

.fate. Despite her "superb leadership" that had
been a "great asset" to the military, they said,
the Pentagon prphibitk)n against homosexuals
in uniform left them no choice but to recom-
q^eiid t^t Canunermeyer's niilitary career be
terminated. It was, according to one of the
colonels quoted in a transcript, their "sad
duty."

When the final paperwork is approved by the
Department of the Army, Canunermeyer will
join the more than 13.000 service people who
have been discharged Irom themilitary over tlie
past decade through the enforcement of a policy
that gay-rights activists and other opponents
say is based on distpriinination and homophobia.
Pentagon officials, generally backed by the
courts, defend it as necessary "to maintaiji dis
cipline, good order and morale."

The Defense Department publicly defended
the policy this s^imuer when a firestorm of
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EpiUph oa Air Force Sgt. Leonard Matiovkh'i gravoitone points out the irony he saw in military life.

criticism from gay-rights advocates:erupted
after the honorable discharge of Air. Force
Capt. Greg Greeley was put on hold, and
Greeley was interrogated for hours, because
he marched at the helm of the armual Lesbian
and Gay Pride Parade here. Reps. Gerry D.
Studds and Barney Frank, Massachusetts
DeiiK)crats who are homosexual and advocates
for gay rights, have called along with others
for the Pentagon to abandon its policy.

Early this month, the controversy swirled
again when a gay-oriented magazine, the Ad
vocate, published an article saying that a high-
level civilian Pentagon official is gay. The ar-
tkle, and gay-rights organizations, charged
that it was hypocritical for the Pentagon to
alk)w the official to remain in his job whileho
mosexual uniformed personnel are routinely
discharged.
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In congressional testimony and in
a television interview, Defense Sec
retary Richard B. Cheney defended
the policy, saying he did not thinkit

^"fundamentally. wrong for us to
make a distinction between civilian
and military personnel." But he not
ed he had "inherited" the policy,and
called the traditional Pentagon ar
gument that homosexuals are a set
curity risk "a bit of an old chestnut."

— Gay-rights advocates and others
felt Cheney was distancing himself.
But Christopher Jehn, assistant de
fense secretary for force manage
ment and personnel, luiid in an in>
terview last week that Pentagon
officials are not reviewing the policy
and have no plans to review it.

Jehn defended the policy more
^. forcefully than his boss.

"The fundamental thing I think
everybody needs to understand is
that the military is a conservative
organization" reluctant to make
•», I

n >changes unless thtjiputcoiivi^^s as-,.; >
sured, Jehn, ?aid.,."Afid wha( peppji

L

laboraT^^i';a^d.^^^^ our ^
Ifirst 'and for^wt,job'is,rioi^^adri^
Hance.^Bjiifeaus^

itorious they may be."
Asked to describe the basis for

the Pentagon's belief that homosex
uals are detrimental to military or
der, Jehn said the evidence "is not
systematic in the scientific sense,
but is based on a professional judg
mentofn^itary leadership." _. ^,

HOIViOSEXUALS DISCHARGED
FROM THE MILITARY
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:"The classic example, ol cuui»c,
is an individual on a ship or In an
infantry battalion who winds up de
ciding, for whatever motives, to
proposition or come on to some of
his colleagues," he sald.> Those
kinds of situations inevitably have
led to a breakdown in discipline,
often fighting or disruption of some
kind. And that, while I wouldn't say
it's common, is something that has
happened often enough to be in the
minds of senior military officials
when they think through the con
sequences of changing t|\is poiicy."
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Gay-rights advocates, homosex
uals who have been discharged
from the service'and other oppo
nents ^y sexual .conduct of homo^
sejtq^^ mlhe military could be gov-i|
erne& lbj'''the same rules that govl
ern heterosexual conduct.^ >; j

" But Jehn said sdmersex frater-^
nization would be more problematic
than that between men and women
because it would be more d»ff»5W'̂

Hort^itMXuals who want ^
the military must liejon thelr.enllst-.
ment papers, where they are asked '
if they are homosexual. As part of
the necesMry concealment, some
enter |nt(i sham marriages. If they
are di^overed, their military ca- /
reers ate over.

Cammermeyer, 49, a neuro^scl-
ence specialist at the American
Lake Veterans Affairs Medical Cen
ter near. Seattle, knew her career ,
was over as soon as she acknowl
edged her lesbianism in the 1989
Interview. She said she was not a
lesbian when she enlisted 30 years
ago. She married, had four sons and
was divorccsl before realizing inthe
early 19808 that women were her
sexual preference, she said. She
considelred it, she said, a "very pri
vate, very personal" identity that
"had nobearing on my work."

When she admilted it to the in
vestigator. she did not consider her
case a causo, Now, however. "I'm
hoping that the fact that I, as a sen
ior military person, have come out
. .. that perhaps it will enable peo
ple to see that we ^re not out the,
ordinary, that homd^a*!^
part of life, it is a'part of oifr so<T-
ety, and currently that homosexuals
are'probably the most discriminated
against group here in the United

,States," she said.
.Lawrence J. Korb, a former as-

sistant secretary of defense in the
Reagan administration who testifi^
on Cammermeyer's behalf, said in
an interview: "Here isa woman who
goes to Vietnam, gets a Bronze
Star, gets thrown out for violating a
policy enforced by people who
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ring to Cl^iiey» who wasofdraft-elrj
igible age during the Vietnam War
but received numerous deferments
and did not serve in the military.

Homo^xuality in uniform may be
the last social taboo facing the mil
itary. Blacks were integrated into
the armed forces in the 1940s. Wo>
men were admitted in large num- '̂
bers in the 1970s and '80s, and giv?
en limited combat roles in the '90s.
Gay-rights advocates say they be
lieve that the taboos surrounding
homosexuals within the miUtary
also will fall.

Jehn said, however, that "opening
the military to homosexuals would
represent a more radical, a.bigger
change, a more momentous change
in policy than the racial-integrating
the military did in 1948."

But. he said, comparing the ho
mosexual policy to past policies on
blacks is "misleading." Blacks were
treated differently because of what
they were; homosexuals are treated

, 8ii ^
behavibrTihe beha
uals, the behavior that they do not
deny, contradict or argue with in
any way, is viewed by a large seg
ment of the population as not just
distasteful but immoral, sinful. The
Old Testament refers to it as an
'abomination.'" said Jehn. citing a
verse out of Leviticus. He saki the
fact that homosexual activity a out
lawed in more than half the states
supports his characterizatkm of
American popular opinion.

To a kit of people, homosexuality
is a "personal bother..., It's a per
sonal, inner kind of negative feel-
ing," said Army Col. Michael E.

l-i tlub'f/

hecohmiemled;.Can>fflin<wy^C
^oval. "1 know that, there are gireat
AmerKans who are homosexuals or
lesbians and 1do not dispute that."

^ But. he said, "We all take an oath

branchy had been discharged-for
violating the. policy, according to
the Defense Department. Their

.discharges can be honorable, other
toobey and fight and defend theGm- (f' than h(Hiorable, or dishonorable.
stitution and defend the .beliefs o(
Amerkrans.* Part what Amerkans I
believe, he said, is that homosexu
ality is"against Christian kleals.'' r.

Major, nationwide pubUc^ppini<m
polls, however, have shown consia-

;^tentiy pver.the past^ decade that
slightlymore than halfof those sur^;
veyed said homosexuals shouki be ^
allowed into the military and should
not be- discharge (or their sexual
preference. . . V'

The mUitary aiPMtiv
;nomosex^ls states that their pres? ^
ence "seriously impairs the accom-..
plishments of the military mission,* ^
and "affects the ability of the mi)- -
itary services to maintaindiscipline, •
good order and morale ... and to .
prevent breaches of security."

Y An internal Pentagon study, con- .
.Ieluded two years ago but criticized

I internally as technically flawed and .
^!never officially released, discounted

fe- Ka W theory that homosexuals areireolw mgre apt tofall victim toblackmail,
of homosex- yTxhat internal report, call^ "Non-

* .conforming Sexual Orientations and
Military Suitability," said it is a
"reasonable assumptkm" that the
number of homosexuals in uniform
"may be as high as 10 percent,*
mirroring estimates of tteir nunn
bers in the general population. Jehn
said estimating the number was
impossible becausethose in the mil
itary must hide their orientatkm.

The study concluded, The milr
itary cannot indefinitely isolate it
self from the changes occurring in
the wider society ^ whkh it is an
integri)!.

depending on the circumstances of
theircases.

Among those discharged in the
\pa8t decade was Donald O'Higgins,
! 27, until 1986a senuHr airman, son

of an Army master sergeant who
died in Vietnam. While stationed at
Minot Air Force Base in North D^-
kota, O'Higginslived two lives. ,

Ai^rding to an Airman Perform
ance Report dated April 15. 1985,
his performance was "superb." "His
potential at this point remains vir
tually limitless.*' Mai> John B. Mallory
wrote. "1 strongly recommend hi^
retentkm and continued progresswii
in the Air Force, Promote."

In of(<duty hours, however
O'Higgins lived as a homosexual
and perhaps toomuch so, hesaid iii
retrospect "There didn't seem to
be a threat to us for being dis
charged because it didn't seem to
us tliat they were actively pursuing
the witch hunts that we had hearc
about. We let our guards down. We
went to the NCO (noncommissioneci
officer) clubs on base and we ^bemuse of sexual^&ntatiilnT uie

ytM

danced together,.. and that was a
big flaw.'
: When rumors of an investigation
circulated, he attempted to hide his
homosexuality behind the camou
flage of marriage, he said in an in-
terview.. His.. bride was :a goo<f

. friend.

^e'd knj^ each other
suspected thi

^w^wasH^^ w »i 1L I. .
usa lotand w ^

got married as a way of covering
_ up"

O'Higginis 9akl{|ifr! was cau^jbt in1
'tan.inv|e9tigation thathe sakI netted!

35 hbmosexual su^iects. A<ser-;
geant claimed in an affidavit that
O'Higgins had taken advantage of
him at a party. O'Higgins said that
although he had datedthesergeant,
that specifk: allegatbn was untrue.

AfterO'Higgins was target^l for
discharge, he s^kl, he .Yva9 trans
ferred to FairfordBase |n Eng
land, where upon his arrival "my
new sergeant said, 'I'd like to show
you around the base. I think the
first place we'll start is the Officeof
Special Investigatkms/* where
O'Higgins said Vrad" read his
rights. He said he wais segregated i
from other airmen,' placed under
guard, and eventually discharged
with honors.

"I just think it's'lwsfc discrimina-
tKMi," saul O'Higgl '̂itow anevents
planner with the Human Rights
Campaign.Fund,,which lobbies on

I behalfof ifay righta.
.Homosexuals are not among tiusi

'classy of,peopj^protected from';
discrimination by thelCivil Rights

' Act of 1964. Gay-rights legislation
has been proposed in Congress for i
the past several years. S

While it is against^dvil servke
' regulations ^o furd«^i^^ne merely

military has' been allowed to retain
its absolute prohibitionon homosex
uality.

Until 1982, the fb'hcy prohibited
homosexual acts, not homosexual
orientation, but it was apidied dif
ferently from branch to branch of
the military services and some ex
ceptions were allowed.

The courts, however, challenged
the application policy in the
case of Air Force\Sgt Leonard
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^:i,j^A8:thcweiCa8e®/weBfjto.^he Su-
'̂ (ureme,Court. F^Ugonfifiiclals had "
iS brqi;^.(^^

challenge,' said Air Force Lt. CoL
DougHart, a Pentagon spokesman.

•: An internal memor^um prepared. ,
by the Headquarters Office of the j
Department of the Army proposed

' a revised policy that would have ,
' allowed homosexuals to join and

remain in the military so long as
^{ they exercised "restraint.and dia^ ^

ibl '̂$
'allowed Matlo
service. .Ma^vichVventually set
tled his case out of court. Later, he-;
died of complications ofAll^. i :' .

In 1982. the^tagon adjiuted
the p(^ and madelwmosexuality,

Iwtether acted. ouu'or adipitted,
grounds for discharge, with po ex-

iceptionSf> • . , I (
sin» then, the courts generally:

Watkins who was den

teenfist

-Beny
permlftr

grounds of his sexual orientatioQi
the Supreme Court last year re
fused to hear an appeal of a ruling
that favored his reenlistment. Wat:
kins disck>sed his homosexuality tQ
the Army when he was drafted, but
an examining psychiatrist apparentr
ly did not believe him, according to
the ^ourt. The narrow rulingin th9
case did not examine the constiti^

^ tMMiality of the Pentagon policy. );
Also last year, the high court

fused to hear the appeal of Miriam
Ben-Shak>m, an Army sergeant wh^

„argued that the efforts to.bar h^
Afiron^;.r9enlisting after. <she ai^
^noun^ she was a lesbian violate^

,. her^ rights to equal protectipn anj
•^'freespe^ Mfi,' yW
i UtVThe ppurt last year alao dedinej%<
^ the case.of James M.rWoodw^, af
: ;discWg^ Navy .airman^yAfederal
i^tiappe^^ppurt md.reject^his re-'

fiwyingthe ,
dierves^ legitimate.

i

didn^t ^o
^ttnnmnhB • ago,; *!|u8t

fwrthpr.' . tf'flt,*'
widHarti

Because homosexuals . are no(
afforded strict judicial scrutiny i^v-
en groups protected under the Civfl
Rights Act, lawyers for discharged
homosexuals say they have bM
hamstrung.

'^hat the courts have not aK
towed us to do is to look at and ex
amine the basis of the policy,* saki
Mary Newcomb ofthe Lam^ Le?
gal Defense and Education Fund,
'^hat they have done is deferred to
the military's judgment." • .

. ' The policycan be changed by an
;i act of ^gr^f ^ execqtiyg jurd '̂
i^of the fure^dent or
t'af

mihtary'a i^thi^raa
,male occupatku),*;;;/ .'7:s
•. The <^y- way. itfa^gQlng to^

iHthing about it justm th^y hay4
ieyi^rything,^Korh;^M^^yfMM

it>it.WR to,the'huliteiyi^d!((l^wo»W!«.

Ijiypqldii'rslMlV® qu
;fluot9p|her problems.*
/ •..But Charles Mosk08,r a military
l^sociotogist and professor at North-
5'wes^rq ^l/niyersity, supports tte
VjioUcy asa necessity. Ifany change
)i is to oci;ur, it should be limited,
I9^, sufh as a return to the oldpol^

ky of pi^blting homosexual actsJ
I•McAlerr,the cokMiel fromthe panel
r^t recommended ^!aaimer*

pwyer^a ranmvfll. also has ijwMijght-
<aboutfthia
Ihomosexual tendency, that's not-

be~addres8ed;^
Moskos said that because of the

. close and constant contact between
; members irf the armed forces—In -
trenches, (HI ships, in barracks-?.

, the debate bhigeson a question that
heterosexuals shoukl ask theoK

•selves: ;
"If you were compelled to live

witha homosexual, what woukl you
; think? That's the questic^ people'

have to answer," Moskos said.
fc-, • • ' ^ 'r . .. i


